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has this much sense in it, that no one of the great dogmas
of the modern political creed is true if it is affirmed of
anything less than the whole population, man, woman,
child, and baby. When the propositions are enunciated
in this sense they are philosophically grand and true,
For instance, all the propositions about the "people"
are grand and true if we mean by the people every soul
in the community, with all the interests and powers which
give them an aggregate will and power, with capacity to
suffer or to work; but then^ also, the propositions remain
grand abstractions beyond the realm of practical utility.
On the other hand, those propositions cannot be made
practically available unless they are affirmed of some
limited section of the population, for instance, a majority
of the males over twenty-one; but then they are no longer
true in philosophy or in fact.
Consequently, when the old-fashioned theories of State
interference are applied to the new democratic State, they
turn out to be simply a device for setting separate inter-
ests in a struggle against each other inside the society.
It is plain on the face of all the great questions which are
offered to us as political questions to-day, that they are
simply struggles of interests for larger shares of the prod-
uct of industry. One mode of dealing with this distribu-
tion would be to leave it to free contract under the play
of natural laws. If we do not do this, and if the State
interferes with the distribution, how can we stop short
of the mediaeval plan of reiterated and endless inter-
ference, with constant diminution of the total product
to be divided?
We have seen above what the tyranny was in the decay
of the Roman Empire, when each was in servitude to all;
but there is one form of that tyranny which may be
still worse. That tyranny will be realized when the same